Thomas Meagher 
 

   Thomas Meagher was born in Waterford, Ireland, on  August 23, 1823. He was a member of the Young Ireland Party, an organization dedicated to Irish independence. 

   After a failed Irish uprising in 1848 Meagher, John Mitchell and seven other men were found guilty of treason and sentenced to be hung, drawn and quartered. Queen Victoria later commuted Meagher's sentence to transportation for life. 

   Meagher escaped from Van Diemen's Land (Tasmania) in 1852 and made his way to the United States where he studied law and became a journalist in New York. In 1856 he became editor of the Irish Times. 

   On the outbreak of the Civil War Meagher organized the Irish Brigade to fight for the    Union Army. He accompanied Major General Irvin McDowell in July, 1861, when Abraham Lincoln sent him to take Richmond, the new base the Confederate government. On July 21, McDowell engaged the Confederate Army at Bull Run. The Confederate troops led by 

Joseph E. Johnson, Thomas Stonewall Jackson, James Jeb Stuart and Pierre T. Beauregard, easily defeated the inexperienced Union Army.

   Promoted to the rank of Brigadier General, his regiment was decimated at the Battle of Chancellorsville in May, 1863. Six months later he was placed in command of the military district of Etowah. 

   After the war Meagher was appointed secretary of Montana Territory where he served as acting governor. On 1st July, 1867, Thomas Meagher was drowned in the Missouri River after falling from a steamboat. 
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